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Dimension as you go! 

This tech tip looks at setting up your options so that dimensions are placed automatically on your sketches in 

part or on your 2d model view (if working on the free 2D version).. 

 

Did you know that you can change the setting of IntelliSketch so that when you place lines and arcs on 

a sketch, the dimensions can be placed as soon as the line is placed? 

 

If you are working in synchronous, the IntelliSketch command is found on the sketching tab.  

 
 

In ordered, you will find it on the Home tab in the Profile step of a command 

 
 

In Draft, you will find it similarly on the sketch tab if on a normal sheet, or on the Home tab if in the 2D 

model view. 

 

When you open IntelliSketch, you need to click on the Auto-Dimension tab in the displayed dialog box. 

 

 
 

Turn on the “Automatically create dimensions for new geometry” option and then choose between the next 

two options, depending on how you want it to operate? 
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If you want all elements to be dimensioned as you draw them, click the first option “when Geometry is drawn”. 

This will always place a dimension on the element, no matter what size. See Figure 1. 

 

The second option allows the software to add dimensions only when you key-in a specific size for the line or 

arc. This option is more specific and will only dimension items when you have a fixed size planned as you are 

sketching. See Figure 2. 

 

In the following example, the shape was created by keying in the length of lines for the first four, starting at 

the bottom and moving clockwise. 
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